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willing to clear the decks of the indi-
viduals who ought to be held account-
able for the lack of body armor, the
lack of armor, the poor planning, the
decision now to let these militias go
out and breed where our people are
going to suffer eventually when we
have to face them. These people need
to go. We need a President who is not
great friends with these people and who
will not fire them. I have to seriously
question whether we have a leader
right now in the White House who is
capable of that.

The third thing we need is we need a
President who is basically willing to
take a fresh approach in Iraq. We need
a new strategy in Iraq. We need some-
one who is truly willing to break with
the past, try new approaches, talk to
different people, hire different staff,
get new intelligence and get new strat-
egies in Iraq.

Unfortunately, this President has a
quality of refusing to change, no mat-
ter what the evidence is. The evidence
be darned, he is going to continue the
route he chose.

That is not good enough right now
for America. We need better and we
need a fresh approach. This country
needs to ask whether we have a leader
in the White House who is capable of
adopting a fresh approach in Iraq. That
is a serious question Americans will be
asking this November, and I hope it is
something they chew on.

I yield to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. HOEFFEL).

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I agree
with the gentleman. Clearly we share
the President’s goals of creating a sta-
ble Iraq that can choose its own gov-
ernment. But the policies that he has
chosen and the rigidity in which he has
implemented those policies and the in-
ability to change course when the poli-
cies are failing are clearly leading us
to a disaster in Iraq, where our troops
are in the middle of the domestic polit-
ical striving of competing ethnic and
religious interests, unable to stabilize
the country because we are doing it
alone, because we do not have the
international support that we need, nor
have we trained up the Iraqis that we
fired from the Iraqi army and fired
from the Iraqi border patrol. We have
not trained up Iraqis to do the police
work and the peacekeeping that they
ought to be doing for themselves.

The President continues to act with
arrogance, with a cowboy diplomacy
and an unwillingness to admit error,
compounded by the outrages expressed
on the campaign trail, the intentional
efforts to mislead Americans, trying to
connect 9/11 with Hussein, which is a
bogus connection, and with the Vice
President saying the other day, out-
rageously, that if the voters make the
wrong choice on November 2, that will
lead to more acts of terror against this
country.

I do not know that I have ever heard
a more outrageous or reckless state-
ment made by any leader of this coun-
try, unless it would be the President’s
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statement himself in the summer of
2003 that they should ‘“‘bring it on,” and
800 Americans have died since the
President said that.

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, if the
gentleman will yield further, what the
Vice President should do, he should re-
veal those statistics that I reported to
you earlier about the increase in the
incidents of terrorists’ acts all over the
world that are directly related to the
failed policies of this administration.

To my left there is a photo of the
President with an individual by the
name of Ahmed Chalabi, who is the
source of much of the faulty intel-
ligence that the administration was
looking for to base its case on for the
American people.

Now we have the FBI investigating
the Pentagon, the office of one Douglas
Fife, to determine whether Mr. Chalabi
received information that was passed
on to Iran, to Iran, about our policy
initiatives and considerations relative
to Iran.

Here we have the President of the
United States with an individual which
reports indicate, I am not reaching a
conclusion, but which reports indicate
was a spy or a double agent for Iran.
This same gentleman was in this
Chamber during the State of the Union
address by this President last January
and sat up directly behind the First
Lady.

Now, I have to tell you, to follow up
on the gentleman from Washington’s
point, I would think that anyone who
was involved or connected or listened
to Mr. Chalabi, who, by the way, was a
convicted felon in Jordan for embezzle-
ment of some $300 million from a bank
in Jordan and had to flee Jordan, any-
one who listened to that individual
should have been fired a long time ago.
What an embarrassment to this admin-
istration, what an embarrassment to
the United States.

Mr. STRICKLAND. If the gentleman
will yield for a moment, I remember
being in the Chamber that night of the
State of the Union address and looking
up there and seeing Mr. Chalabi. I be-
lieve Mr. Chalabi was fairly close to
Vice President Dick Cheney.

Now, the accusations are, as the gen-
tleman says, and they are credible ac-
cusations, yet to be proven but under
investigation, that Mr. Chalabi got in-
formation from a member of this ad-
ministration, from the Pentagon, took
that information and shared it with
Iran. Iran, this country that we all now
recognize is developing nuclear weap-
ons, probably a much greater threat to
this country directly than Iraq ever
was, and it is under investigation that
this man took information and shared
it with Iran. If that proves to be true,
that is a terribly, terribly serious thing
that has happened.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. RYAN of Ohio (at the request of
Ms. PELOSI) for today and the balance
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of the week on account of a death in
the family.

——————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. BROWN of Ohio) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York, for 5
minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CONYERS, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. McDErRMOTT, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. BERKLEY, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. STRICKLAND, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. WALDEN of Oregon) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)

Mr. KIRK, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, September 9.

Mr. KING of Iowa, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. HENSARLING, for 5 minutes, Sep-
tember 13. (The following Members (at
their own request) to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material:)

Mr. BLUMENAUER,
today.

Mr. PEARCE, for 5 minutes, today.

———————

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Jeff Trandahl, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on September 7, 2004 he pre-
sented to the President of the United
States, for his approval, the following
bill.

H.R. 5005. Making emergency supplemental
appropriations for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2004, for additional disaster as-
sistance.

for 5 minutes,

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 47 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, September 9, 2004,
at 10 a.m.

—————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

9416. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a report on U.S. military per-
sonnel and U.S. individual civilians retained
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